
Great Crested Newt
Flow Diagram

Is there a risk that your development could 
present harm to Great Crested Newts (GCN) or 

destroy their habitat?  E.g. if your site (or the 
surrounding 500m) have ponds or water bodies in 

which GCN could be breeding.

GCN surveys are 
unlikely to be 

needed. The LPA 
should advise if any 

other ecology 
surveys are needed.

Preliminary Habitat 
Assessment

(included in a PEA)

Development can 
proceed with caution. What level of potential?

ConfirmedPotential only

Option BOption A

Presence/Absence Surveys

Were GCN recorded as present?

Population Class Assessment 

A European Protected Species Mitigation Licence (EPSML) will be required. Suitably qualified Ecologist 
to submit application to Natural England once planning consent has been granted.

eDNA Analysis

EPSML granted Work can begin under Ecological Clerk of Works

Do any of the waterbodies score above
0.5 on the Habitat Suitability Index? 
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